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TAKUMI TURNTABLE TT LEVEL 2.1 DC

Takumi (Japanese):
(according to a statement by Nahoko Kojima)

“The essence of Takumi is to gain a sublime understanding of the nuances
of a particular art. To be focused and spend countless hours on one thing, and to carry
on. It requires one to empty the mind and focus in a way that is simply not
possible when still acquiring a skill.”






History

From an early age, audio was part of my life. | grew up with a
grandfather who was widely known for his transformer factory,
renowned for producing high-quality audio transformers and
tube amplifiers. On Sundays, he would invite me into his world,
showing me his work and introducing me to the fundamentals of
electronics. | was still too young to grasp it all, but the fascination
stayed with me.

Years later, | pursued Electrical Engineering and, in 1993, founded
my own company: Rik Stoet Audio. My first products were tube
amplifiers, released under the brand names Heart and StoetKit.
Over the years, this journey led to many more products. Our tube
amplifiers and tube CD players found their way into many Dutch
homes, while the Marantz “tubed-by-Heart” CD players even
reached the United States.

About ten years ago, | turned my attention to a new challenge and
designed my first turntable — the Takumi.

The very first Takumi made use of a few third-party components.
It was a smart, straightforward design — simple in form, but with
impressive sound quality. The limited run of one hundred units
quickly sold out in the Netherlands.

Encouraged by that success, | knew | wanted to continue. But this
time, my goal was clear: to create a turntable that not only
sounded even better, but also had a refined appearance — all
while remaining reasonably priced.

That decision marked the beginning of the Takumi journey. It was
the moment this turntable was truly born — and from then on,
Takumi became my passion.




It is Newton all over

Playing vinyl on a turntable is a physical wonder. It is all about
vibrations. Of course, the vibrations of the sound waves are the
most important - after all, you want to listen to music! However,
the different parts of a turntable also create vibrations, and this
phenomenon must be considered during the construction of a
turntable.

For example, did you know that the vibrational waves which are
created reach the element and the needle through the base, the
tonearm, and other ways? And speaking of the needle... it

generates all kinds of forces on the grooves of the record which
must be kept under control.

According to Newton’s third law, vibration will occur inside the
record as the needle scans the groove. The details of your
favourite music can be lost or distorted if the turntable is not well
designed for these vibrations.

Therefore, every force and path that can be travelled by vibration
waves must be examined. By making sure that you use the right
materials and by connecting them in the right way, your music
sounds like never before on the Takumi TT level 2.1 DC.

Newton'’s Laws of motion:

1stlaw: an object either remains at rest or continues to move at
a constant velocity, unless acted upon by a force.

2nd law: the vector sum of the forces F on an object is equal to
the mass m of that object multiplied by the acceleration
a of the object: F = ma.

3rd law: when one body exerts a force on a second body, the
second body simultaneously exerts a force equal in
magnitude and opposite in direction on the first body.




You control the speed with the SpeedPod, a small
external unit. It switches between 33.33 and 45 RPM,
and lets you make fine adjustments in 0.01 RPM
steps — helpful for older records or tuning by ear.

Designed to integrate seamlessly, the SpeedPod fits
precisely under the Takumi chassis.

Spinning a record might seem simple, but doing it well takes
careful engineering. The Takumi 2.1 DC uses a belt drive system, a
quiet DC motor, and a smart speed control system to keep
everything turning smoothly and precisely.

We chose belt drive to reduce vibration. The belt acts like a filter —
it helps block small motor movements from reaching the platter.
This keeps noise out of the music and improves clarity.

The motor is in its own housing, separated from the main chassis.
Inside, we use damping materials to absorb any small
movements. A cover over the pulley also helps reduce sound from
the motor. The result: very low mechanical noise.

But smooth rotation needs more than isolation. The Takumi uses
a sensor system that checks the platter speed constantly. A set of
magnets under the platter work with a sensor in the base to
provide real-time feedback. If the speed drifts even a little, the
system adjusts it automatically.

This means better pitch accuracy, better timing, and a more
natural flow in the music — even with long listening sessions or
hard-to-drive records.

The Takumi doesn't just spin the record. It keeps the speed steady
and the music intact — so you hear exactly what was pressed into
the groove.

The platter system is where everything comes together. It has to
rotate smoothly, stay stable, and quiet — because even tiny
variations can affect the sound. In the Takumi 2.1 DC, we've
focused on every part of this assembly to get the best possible
performance.

The subplatter is made from solid aluminium, precisely machined
from a single block. It's strong, balanced, and heavy enough to
support the platter without introducing noise or wobble. At the
core of the system is a ceramic bearing axle. Ceramic is extremely
hard and smooth, which keeps friction low and avoids
micro-vibrations — even after years of use.

The axle runs inside a high-precision bearing housing made of
brass. Brass is a stable, reliable material that's often used in
precision mechanical parts. Each bearing is hand-fitted and uses a
specially formulated oil for smooth, consistent performance.

To further reduce vibration, we've isolated key components. There
are rubber pads between the platter and subplatter to absorb
micro-shocks. A small rubber ring also separates the spindle
(which centers the record) from the platter hub, reducing energy
transfer into the vinyl.

All of these choices lead to quiet, stable rotation. You get cleaner
transients, darker backgrounds, and natural musical flow —
without mechanical distractions.



The Takumi 2.1 DC isn't just about looks or trends. It's built on
solid engineering and refined through careful listening. Every part
is chosen to serve one purpose: to deliver clear, natural sound
from your records — with no distractions.

From the start, performance came first. Materials, mechanics, and
design were selected with one thing in mind: getting the most out
of the music — with as little interference as possible.

What looks simple on the outside is carefully designed on the
inside. The turntable’s structure, motor, and speed control all
work together to support smooth, stable playback. Each part of
the system helps make sure the music sounds just as it should.

The Takumi doesn't add color or character. It simply plays what's
in the groove — with great timing, detail, and space. Quiet
passages stay quiet. Loud ones hit hard. It lets the record speak
for itself.

Built to last and easy to maintain, the Takumi 2.1 DC is made for
people who take music seriously. It's a tool you can trust — now
and in the future.

At the heart of the Takumi 2.1 DC is a carefully chosen material:
acrylic. We didn't pick it for looks (though it does look clean and
modern). We chose it because it sounds good.

Acrylic handles vibrations in a very balanced way. Unlike wood or
metal, it doesn’t ring or favor one direction. It spreads energy
evenly, which means fewer unwanted resonances — and more
natural sound.

Any turntable picks up vibrations — from speakers, from the
room, even from the stylus tracking the groove. The base needs to
absorb and control those forces. Acrylic does that well. It keeps
things stable and quiet, so the music comes through clearly.

We machine the acrylic base using high-precision CNC tools. Every
cut, hole, and thread is made with tight tolerances. This ensures
that the motor, bearing, and tonearm are perfectly aligned —
and that nothing shifts or flexes over time.

Acrylic is often used in scientific and optical instruments because
it's strong, consistent, and predictable. Those same qualities make
it ideal for audio. It supports the rest of the turntable with calm,
silent authority — no matter what kind of music you play.



The tonearm is one of the most critical components of any
turntable. It must be both extremely rigid and completely
free-moving. Any unwanted flex, resonance, or friction directly
affects sound quality. The Takumi 2.1 DC tonearm is designed to
avoid these issues through careful material choices and
mechanical precision.

The armtube is made from thin-walled titanium. This material
combines high stiffness with low mass, allowing the cartridge to
track accurately while efficiently guiding vibrations away from the
cartridge body toward the bearing block — where they are safely
absorbed.

The headshell is fixed, not detachable. This design eliminates
extra contact points and solder joints, which can introduce
resistance, signal loss, or mechanical play. The result is a cleaner
electrical path and greater mechanical stability — helping
preserve channel separation and detail.

The tonearm uses a full cardanic bearing system, with preloaded
radial bearings for near-zero play and extremely low friction. This
allows the cartridge to move freely, even with demanding
pressings or subtle groove modulations.

The tonearm offers full adjustability for optimal setup:

* Vertical Tracking Angle (VTA) via a three-point base system
+ Azimuth adjustment at the headshell

* Anti-skating via a frictionless magnetic system

« Armlift height via set screws

These features ensure precise tracking, accurate channel balance,
and faithful sound — with no added coloration from the arm itself.

Why No Platter Mat?

The signal from a phono cartridge is extremely small and
sensitive. Any disturbance in this part of the system can affect
sound quality. That's why the Takumi 2.1 DC uses a fixed phono
cable, directly connected to the internal tonearm wiring — with no
connectors or additional solder points at the arm base.

The cable is 120 cm long, fully shielded, and equipped with a dual
ground system. It uses highquality conductors optimized for low
capacitance and low resistance. This helps prevent
electromagnetic interference and reduces the chance of hum —
especially important in complex, high-resolution audio setups.

By treating the electrical path with the same attention as the
mechanical parts, the Takumi 2.1 DC ensures that the signal stays
as pure as possible — from stylus to phono stage.

Most platter mats create a barrier between the record and the platter, allowing the vinyl to vibrate on its own. This can amplify subtle
resonances, which may color the sound, blur transients, and mask fine details.

With the Takumi, the record rests directly on the acrylic platter. Because acrylic has similar resonance properties to vinyl, it quickly absorbs
micro-vibrations instead of reflecting them back into the stylus. By doing so, we effectively add the mass of the platter to the record itself,
forming a single damped unit. This combination is then isolated from the subplatter and spindle by carefully tuned rubber interfaces.

The result is greater stability, lower noise, and a cleaner, more focused musical presentation — with preserved clarity, blacker backgrounds,

and sharper detail.







It's easy to think that a stylus just follows the groove of a record
and turns that movement into sound. But there’s more going on.
As the stylus tracks the groove, it also pushes back slightly —

and that force can make the record itself vibrate.

These small vibrations don't disappear right away. They can linger
for a moment after the stylus has passed. On the next note, the
stylus might pick up some of those leftover vibrations. The result
isn't obvious distortion — but it can slightly blur details, reduce
impact, or cover up fine textures in the music. To solve this, we use
a method called direct coupling. The record sits directly on the
acrylic platter — no mat in between. Acrylic has a similar
mechanical character to vinyl, so it helps absorb these
micro-vibrations and draws them into the platter instead of letting
them reflect back into the record.

Mechanical isolation plays a major role in how well a turntable
performs. Vibrations from the environment — like sound from
speakers, footsteps, or room resonance — can travel into the
turntable and affect the connection between the stylus and the
groove. The Takumi 2.1 DC addresses this with a three-point
support system. Using three feet instead of four ensures perfect
stability — even on uneven surfaces. Three points always define a
flat plane, so the base won't rock or twist. That stability helps the
platter, bearing, and tonearm function exactly as designed.

Each foot is height adjustable, allowing you to level the turntable
precisely. Correct leveling is important not only for mechanical
reasons, but also to ensure consistent tracking force across the
entire surface of the record. Each foot also includes internal
vibration damping. These elements help absorb both structural
and airborne energy before it reaches sensitive components. The
materials are tuned to work across a wide frequency range —
from low-frequency room rumble to high-frequency mechanical
noise.

Setting up a turntable can sometimes be time-consuming,
especially when trying to get the chassis perfectly level. To simplify
this, the Takumi 2.1 DC includes a precision bubble level built
directly into the acrylic base. There’s no need for external tools or
guesswork. You can simply adjust the three feet while watching
the built-in level, and the turntable will be properly aligned in just
a few minutes.




Craftmanship and passion

If you purchase a Takumi, you purchase perfection. You purchase
the result of craftmanship and passion, and you can breathlessly
enjoy your favourite music, played on an elegant-looking machine
with a devine sound.

Vinyl has made a comeback. this also means that there are more
and more turntables in circulation. More models are presented on
the market, but do they also give you that warm feeling that you
are looking for? Both technically and optically, you only want the
best of the best.

That is possible with the Takumi TT Level 2.1 DC, a turntable that
out performs much more expensive players with ease. So, what
are you waiting for?




Technical Specifications

Drive System

- Belt drive with DC motor and closed-loop speed control

- Hall sensor and magnet ring for real-time speed feedback
- Speeds: 33.33 and 45 RPM

- Fine adjustment: 0.01 RPM steps

- External SpeedPod control unit

Chassis

- Solid acrylic base

- CNC machined for tight tolerances
- Integrated bubble level

Platter System

- Aluminium subplatter (CNC machined)

- Acrylic main platter, isolated

- Ceramic bearing axle

- Brass bearing housing with oil lubrication

- Rubber decoupling between platter and subplatter
- Rubber isolation between platter and spindle

Tonearm

- Thin-walled titanium armtube

- Fixed headshell, no extra contacts

- Full cardanic bearing system

- Adjustable: VTA (via 3-point base), azimuth (at headshell),
anti-skating (magnetic)

Phono Cable

- Fixed 120 cm length
- Fully shielded

- Dual ground system

Feet

- Three-point support

- Individually height adjustable
- Internal vibration damping

Power Supply
- External 12V DC power supply included
- Optional battery supply available

Dimensions & Weight
- 420 x 350 x 130 mm (without cover)
- Approx. 9.5 kg

Included in the Box
- Turntable with tonearm and fixed phono cable
- SpeedPod control unit

- 12V power supply
- Record weight
- User manual
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